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“Today, in fact, there is another form of property
which is not less important than that of fand. it is The
praperty of knowledge and rechnology.

The richness of industrialized nations is based much

more upon such a kind of property than upon natural

resources.”

Pope Jotut Puul 11




~The mediocre teacher tells. The good teacher
explains. The superior teacher dewionstrates. The

great teacher inspires’

william Arthur Ward
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Education is not a matter of filling a pail but of

[igbting a fire.

william Butler Yeats
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chapter I

Tntroduction " .

"IF language teaching 15 fo be a ga}?ufrmﬂ'y professional enterprise, it
reguires continual experimentation and evaluation on the part of

practitioners whereby in seeking to be more effective i Their pedugogy

they provide af the same time- and as a coroffary -for their owi

continuing education. IT (s aur ann in #his scheme to promote this dual

[

Prof. Christopher Candiin - Prof. Henry Widdowsor

Taking to heart the words quoted above, T have decided o carry
out on exploration into the development of writing skills in the EFL class,

and the work that follows means to be my medest and above al reflective

confribution o the field.

Why writing out of the four skiiis?

To begin with, the purpose for the use of any language is
communication. Tt i¢ true that as listening end reading are recepfive
skills, I have had te decide between speaking and wrtting, the productive

skills. Generally speaking, most students in The lenguage class are mere



Chapter I

concerned about the speaking skill ($he means ta communicate orally):
they say it is "the most difficult one’- and cf the same time the one with
fewer opporfunities to be practised cuiside the classroom. In this
respect, one could say that they are uncware of the impertance of the
writing skilt as an effective means Yo communicate through the written
medium. The usual remark one gefs from them is fhal writing is a
language skill that is difficult to be acquired even in L1 It is our duty,
then, to resort to every possible means to persuade them that having a
try at writing might be worth the effort.

My experience with hundreds of students for the lost fwenty-five
years confirms the belief vaiced above: I have seen their commitmeny To
the task if properly guided and motivated and if, above all, writing tasks

are an answer To their needs.

Questions to be answered 1o ensure @ satisfactory

writing program

We often ask ourselves such questions as "Why feach writing?”,
“Mow to teach it?", "What for?". These are guestions T will try o answer

as I ge through this symbolic exploration into the field.
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Chapter i

Why teach writing?

It is a good starting point to admif the central role of writing in
education and in life. At schoo!, in every subject, pupils ore asked to show
their ability or knowledge through writfen tests or papers. Geod writing
always helps them pass written examinations, and it is this awareness
that gradually makes them see that good, clear and coherent writing 1= a
safe road to success.

To enlarge en this cencept, Nunan {1991- page 84), lists a very
comprehensive range of functions that written languuge performs in life
inside and ansidg school,

These are the functions recognized by Nunan:

St EEY ATy hr R T il
E

1. Primarily for action:

Public signs, recipes, menus, telephone directions, monifors and printouts
2. For social contaci:

| Personal correspondence, greeting cards, elc.

3. For information:

| Mewspapers, magozines, textbooks, pamphlets, medical reperts, Travel

liferature, et

11
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Light magazmes, comics. ficiion books, games, {ilm sub pitles, computer

games, cic

e - ey e T
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To the above liet, T would alse add 1he exiensive use of writing

while uging the computer either for acodemic, professional, secial or

personal reasons.

How to teach writing in the EFL class

Ta discuss thiz peint, ohe needs 1o ge through three

conaicderations:

1, Writing: The skil} te be developed.

2. Wriling: The task o be performed.

3. Writing: The methadological choice Yo be mlde.

wWith reference to the first poitt, we have alrendy ariich hid

writing is o productive skill What we

wiridlen version uf epealing, What daes thi

s add new s thnd wrerting 13 noT o

5 mean? T4 meons thot we must

accept the fact That To be un of fertive writar one needs To dovelop a

12
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Use the grammatical system accurately enough to convey the intended
meaning of d message.

Use a wide range of vocabulary.

Link ideas and information To contribute to topic development.
Organize confent at paragraph level and text level to ensure unity and
coherence.

Select an appropriate style for the audience. (i.e. the reader)

Palish and revise drafts.

Adapted from Nunan, 1989

In writing classes, we of fen have To deal with two basic and

recurrent problems: what to say and how to say it. 50, to the two lists

quoted above, T would like to add one more considerafion:

+

Class discussion of the topic in hand supperted by research work and

readings of a guided or free nafure. The main aim here is Twofold:

1. fo help students gain famitiarity with the tepic n

hand;

14



